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On 9th March 1904 there appeared in The East Kent Times a notice that “ground had been secured at
Hartsdown for the proposed Thanet Cricket and Lawn Tennis Club.”
Subsequently, The Thanet Times carried an advertisement to inform those interested that the grounds of
the Club would be opening on 1st May 1907, the joint secretaries being Mr John Hall and Mr A.
Freeman.
The Hatfeild family had very kindly allowed the Club to mark out the courts on grass on this part of
their Hartsdown Estate.

The Club is born…

Figure 1. The actual advertisement in The Thanet
Times dated Wednesday, 1st May 1907

Figure 2. The actual advertisement in The Thanet
Times dated Wednesday, 5th June 1907

One of the first matches recorded took place at the Hartsdown Club Courts in August 1907 when a
team of six players met a team from London on Saturday, 3rd August. According to the local press “it
was probable that a better game of tennis had never been witnessed in Margate.” The home team just
lost by one set. The members of this first team were Dr Biddle and Mr R. Cobb, Mr Pike and Rev
Maughan, and Mr Barrow and Mr Sharp.
Meanwhile, at the other end of the Hartsdown Estate the Tivoli Gardens were sadly deteriorating into a
state of decay. These gardens had been opened in 1829 and had provided a venue for varied
entertainment for local residents and visitors, and as shown on the 1860 plan (fig 3) contained tea
gardens, the Kings Arms Inn and refreshment rooms, a summerhouse with circular promenade, grand
ballroom, ornamental lake and fountains, an archery range and a bowling green.
2

Figure 3.Tivoli Gardens and Railway Halt 1860
(Map courtesy of Margate Historical Society)

The area containing these facilities covered ground from Hartsdown Road and across to the lower end of
the site where the Tennis Club is today situated. Tivoli Park Avenue had not, as yet, been built.

Figure 4. Hartsdown Road before 1920, showing the Tivoli
Gateway. Today, Margate Cricket Club pavilion and grounds
are situated off the left-hand side of the road

Figure 5. Tivoli Gardens
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Figure 6. An early print showing the original Gateway

Figure 7. An early print showing the original

Entrance in Hartsdown Road to Tivoli Gardens

Grand Ballroom in Tivoli Gardens

Such had been the popularity of the Tivoli Gardens that a railway halt had been constructed in 1848
and was sited on the embankment near to the Tivoli Road railway bridge, almost adjacent to the footpath
by the present-day Tennis Club. The last function in the Tivoli Gardens was held in 1899, (just eight
years before the Thanet Cricket and Tennis Club started up), and by 1914 the whole site was in poor
shape. Subsequently, some of this land was purchased from the Hatfeild family estate by Margate
Borough Council and, in 1922, Tivoli Park Avenue was built.
At Hartsdown the young Club grew in membership and, as can be seen from the pictures taken around
1913, a pavilion was provided.

Figure 8. The Club at Hartsdown, circa 1913, Court 1 and the pavilion
Figure 9. Changing ends during a Club game at Hartsdown Park

Figure 10.
A Club game
in progress
at
Hartsdown
Park
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A good number of the members were those of the Hatfeild family. According to a description by
Frances, the daughter of Mildred Bartlet, née Hatfeild, behind the pavilion in the picture there was a
field with the All Saints Vicarage and Church on the far side. This would seem to place the position of
the Club in its early days very near to the present day position of the Hartsdown tennis courts.

Figure 11. From the 1905 Ordnance Survey Map. Opposite All Saints Church and Vicarage (across the field) a Pavilion
is marked, which almost certainly is the one used by the Club

A pavilion is marked on the 1905 Ordnance Survey map which may be the one in the photo. The
field behind the pavilion had become used for allotments by the end of the Second World War, and is
today built up with numerous houses.

Figure 12. Club afternoon at Hartsdown Park: some play, some watch
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Figure 13. The Rev Guy Back, Vicar of All Saints Church, with a lady member.
Rev Guy Back was the brother of Mrs Maud Hatfeild, first Lady Mayoress of
Margate in 1926

Figure 14. Ettrick Maltby with Guy Back

Figure 15. Miss Mildred Hatfeild with a gentleman member

Figure 16. Aileen Hatfeild and Ettrick Maltby

Figure 17. The nearby Hartsdown House, home of the Hatfeild family
(circa 1913)
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All this time the Thanet Cricket and Lawn Tennis Club continued to flourish in Hartsdown. This was
conveniently near the railway station, (then Margate West station) and the annual subscription was
£1 1s. or £1 11s. 6d. for both tennis and cricket. Mr Haddock, a local dentist from Cecil Square, took on
the work of Honorary Secretary from the original officers, and in turn was succeeded by Mr Walter
Daniel by 1916, as shown in the Official Town Guide. It is evident from local press reports that several
members of the Hatfeild family were still leading lights in both the cricket and tennis sections of the
Club.
In 1922, the name was changed to Margate Lawn Tennis Club, and it became affiliated to the Lawn
Tennis Association. An article appeared in The Isle of Thanet Gazette on 8th April 1922 publicising the
forthcoming opening for the season on 1st May:
“with twelve grass courts in excellent condition, in pleasant surroundings, and within a few
minutes walk of Margate West Station. New entrance gates to All Saints Avenue had been
put in giving increased accommodation for motors and cycles. The Annual Open
Tournament for the year is to be held in August, when championships for East Kent will be
decided.”
These open tournaments became very big events not unlike those still held on grass at Eastbourne.
The Honorary Secretary at the time was Miss Ethel Bobby, who put in many years of service to the Club
in this capacity. Miss Bobby was a member of the well-known local family who had founded the
Bobby’s department stores and other businesses.
From 1922, the East Kent Championships were played at Hartsdown. In 1924, Miss Betty Nuthall
aged thirteen years reached the final losing only to a county player, Miss M. Coles, in three sets. The
following year, 1925, saw the first mention in the local press that the tournament was being sanctioned
by the LTA.
By 1926, the tournament committee running the open tournament had grown to twenty-two persons
and entries included some well-known players, some county players, some from RAF Manston and
G. R. Sherwell, a Davis Cup player. There were in excess of 200 players in that year’s tournament.
When Tivoli Park Avenue was built, at the Salmestone end this cut through what remained of the
Tivoli Gardens and, by the early 1930s, the land between the new road and the railway was laid out with
six tennis courts together with the little building now colloquially known as the “middle hut”. This
contained toilets and an office for the Corporation’s Parks Department staff to hire out the courts and
chairs to the public. A bicycle can just be seen by the near side of this building (fig 18) and, before
further questions are asked, it is not one that belongs to the present Club Secretary!
The same
photograph is from the Corporation’s 1932 Official Guide and shows the site much as it is today, but
with the lower field by Courts No 1 and 2 (where the present club pavilion stands) empty. Note also in
this photograph the young fir trees, about three-feet high that had been planted on the new site as part of
the landscaping, especially those behind the “middle hut” building. Just visible also are the trees that
lined the pavement of the new Tivoli Park Avenue. The 1932 Ordnance Survey Map (fig 19) shows the
new road and tennis site together with what remained of the Tivoli Gardens and bowling green. The
courts for public hire appear to have been very popular judging by the photograph.

Figure 18.
Members of the
public playing
tennis on the
Corporation’s
public courts at
what is now the
Club’s grounds in
Tivoli Park
Avenue, circa 1930
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Figure 19. From the 1932 Ordnance Survey Map, showing the Tivoli site

Forty acres of the Hartsdown grounds, which included the site of the Club, were acquired from the
Hatfeild estate by Margate Corporation in 1928. There followed a grand opening ceremony at
Hartsdown Park. Numerous dignitaries were present including the Mayor and Mayoress Alderman E.
Coleman JP and Mrs Coleman, and Councillor W. Redman (Chairman of the Parks and Pleasure
Grounds Committee), who said that it was a red letter day in the history of the town to open a great new
park. He went on to say that the Council would pass over to the ‘old Tennis Club’ the privileges that
they had enjoyed while the park was under the care of Captain Hatfeild, and hoped that success would
continue to attend the Club. It was recorded at the Annual Open Tournament “that the grounds have
been greatly improved since the Corporation became the ground landlords.
New dressing room
accommodation and tea facilities had been provided.”
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During the 1930s, the Margate Lawn Tennis Club continued to thrive at the Hartsdown venue, hiring
the number of grass courts that Club finances could afford each season together with use of the pavilion
from the Margate Corporation.
An international tennis match was held in Thanet at the Club’s Hartsdown Park grounds on
26th August 1933. This resulted in a win for England over Scotland by seven rubbers to two. The Kent
County LTA supplied the referee, Mr N. C. Frye.
In the late 1930s, with the threat of war looming, the Club had the most difficult few years of its
existence. At the AGM in February 1938, held in the Norfolk Hotel, it was reported that there was an
overdraft of £41 7s. 9d., which had been kindly guaranteed to the bank by four members. There was
then a prolonged discussion as to whether the club should continue or be wound up, but there followed
no proposition for the latter. It was proposed, however, that the paid position of Stewardess, whose job
had included safe custody of the food and drink, be dispensed with and a ladies’ committee be formed to
control the catering. Subsequently, Mr Bill Troke suggested boarding in the back of the counter to form
two cupboards for the food, and offered to do this work himself.
In spite of these difficulties, the election of officers and committee went ahead in the usual manner.
A Junior Members subscription was proposed, agreed and introduced, and also a system of “constantly
changing fours, giving everyone an equal number of games, with everyone using a special board
system.”
Two years later, circumstances became even more difficult for the Club. At committee meetings in
March and April 1940, a letter from the Town Clerk was discussed concerning arrears of rent of £10 and
demands that the club would have to give up the courts unless the full rent was paid as no reduction
could be made. There was a discussion on the option of reducing the number of courts hired to only two
or three for 1940, or possibly hiring grass or hard courts elsewhere in Thanet in order to carry on the
Club during the war. It was decided to try to secure enough members to hire the hard courts at the
St Mildred’s Hotel, Westgate.
By the time of the AGM in May, things had gone from bad to worse with the Club’s overdraft standing
at £28 1s. 2d. It was then proposed and seconded to wind the Club up, with the guarantors to pay off the
overdraft but to have handed over to them the silver cups “for the duration.”
These minutes were not to be signed until 1947 when four previous members of the Club, namely
Miss M.K. Jones, Mr E. Levett, Mr W. Studham and Mr C.W. (Bill) Troke had met and decided to place
an advertisement in The Isle of Thanet Gazette inviting all those interested in the revival of Margate
Lawn Tennis Club to attend a meeting at the Hartsdown Park pavilion on 23rd April 1947. This meeting,
in spite of very adverse weather, was attended by over thirty persons (which is as many as attend AGMs
in modern times!). An option had been obtained from the Parks Superintendent, Mr Legg, to hire three
courts facing the pavilion together with the non-exclusive use of the pavilion itself for the playing season
for an annual rent of £20 per court. At an annual subscription of £2 2s.0d., a minimum membership of
thirty would be required and those present were asked to indicate whether they would support the Club
by becoming members. The necessary numbers appeared to be forthcoming and it was agreed to accept
the offer of the court rentals. Members would be circulated as to the time and date for the reopening of
the club and Miss M.K. Jones was appointed Honorary Secretary.
On 17th October 1948, the Constitution was revised and, on 21st November 1948, Mr R. Wakefield
succeeded Miss Jones as Honorary Secretary. By the end of the 1948 season, the membership had risen
to forty seven, and nineteen attended the AGM, at which it was agreed for the Match Secretary to
arrange thirty matches for the coming season (a much lighter task than our present Match Secretary,
Vanessa Webb, has now!). The Parks Department was to be approached concerning redecoration of the
pavilion and the provision of bicycle racks.
In May 1949, Douglas Pursey became a member of the Club. Doug, as he was known to all the
members, was to hold various offices and work tirelessly over many years to secure and improve the
future of the Club. Also in 1949, a sub-committee was set up to investigate the possibility of the Club
obtaining its own courts. Mr Bickerstaff, from this sub-committee, reported the conclusion had been
reached that this project would not be possible but stated that the Thanet Lawn Tennis Company Ltd had
been formed for the purpose of acquiring land in the Northdown area and intended to lay down eight Entout-cas red-shale courts and a pavilion. This company, of which Mr Bickerstaff and Mr Kelly were
directors, would offer to hire to the Club up to six of these courts with use of the pavilion for £250 a
year. It was proposed, seconded and carried that this offer be accepted and the Club move to this site.
Mr Bickerstaff then tendered his resignation as a member of the Club committee.
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In November 1950, the Thanet Lawn Tennis Company Ltd reported that it had been unable to obtain
land at Northdown, but that the site of the pre-war Tivoli courts had been offered to them and
negotiations with Margate Corporation were in progress. The proposed change of venue was approved
at the AGM on 30th November 1950 but with no binding agreement at that stage. It is interesting to
note that at this AGM, Doug Pursey was elected as Club Treasurer.
In March 1951, the proposed terms of the lease between the Club and the Thanet Lawn Tennis
Company Ltd were formalised and included a rent of £200 a year, and nine years’ lease option which
either side could terminate in the first, third, fifth, or seventh year, and an option to renew for a further
nine years at the end. This amended agreement was subsequently presented to the members at a Special
General Meeting and a proposal to accept the terms was carried.
Figure 20. Looking up to the Middle Hut across Court 1 and
Court 2 (This picture and the following picture date from
January 1951)

Figure 21. Looking down to the Middle Hut across Courts 3 and 4

A great deal of work had to be carried out by the Thanet Lawn Tennis Company Ltd in order to have
the courts ready for the summer season. The photographs of the site taken in January 1951 (figs 20 and
21) show just how much the courts had deteriorated due to neglect during the war years and during the
six years following the war. Just one net-post can be seen on Court 3. Note also that the line of fir
trees near to the Middle Hut, seen as saplings in the circa 1930 picture (fig 18), have now grown to twice
the height of the building, the hedge adjacent to Tivoli Park Avenue is in its infancy and the trees along
the pavement of Tivoli Park Avenue are still present in the photograph and had grown to quite a size.

Figure 22. Club members including some from the USAF base at Manston Aerodrome
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By the start of the 1951 summer season, the courts had been relayed in En-tout-cas red-shale, and the
Club opened at the Tivoli site instead of returning to Hartsdown Park. The transfer to these courts
enabled play to continue through the winter for the first time, a small pavilion had been provided near
the end furthest from the road of the position of the present-day club-house. The number of playing
members rose to eighty-six, although thirty-seven of these were summer-only members.
This
membership included a considerable number of American Air Force members who were at that time
based at Manston, and the photo (fig 22) of members shows a good mixture of locals and Americans.
The committee had had the foresight to place information about the Club in the Manston in-house
magazine.
It interested the author to note, during information research, that mainly due to the influence of the
war, the public courts and the club courts had changed places with each other, the Club now being in the
Tivoli site and the public courts at Hartsdown Park.
In March 1952, Doug Pursey was elected Honorary Secretary, a post he was to hold for twenty-five
years, and all was going very well in the second season at Tivoli until a major set back on 28 th July 1952
when the pavilion was completely destroyed by fire.
In August 1952, plans for a new
pavilion/clubhouse were drawn up and it was recommended by the committee that the Club assist the
Thanet Lawn Tennis Co. Ltd financially with the new building. Detailed information was given at a
Special General Meeting on 2nd October 1952 at which the proposal was approved. The building costs
were estimated at £600, but no electricity was laid on as the nearest connection point was so far away as
to make the cost prohibitive.

Figure 23. The 1952 victorious team with the Club’s first Kent League Trophy. Back row left to right: Jock Somerville,
Derek Smith, Roy Philpott, Vic Warden. Front row left to right: Don Purnell, Ken Mellor and John Pettet

The year 1952 was a very eventful one as it also marked the Club’s first Kent League trophy which
was won by our men’s team in Division 8. The victorious team is shown above. Also this year, our
longest-serving members of the Club, Brenda and Vic Warden joined.
On 8th April 1953, following a discussion by the committee, it was agreed not to proceed with
investigating the possibility to obtain a licence for a bar!
On 31st July 1953, Margate Corporation had complained about the untidy state of the ground and it
was agreed to appoint a gardener (the first groundsman) to assist Mr Kelly of Thanet Lawn Tennis Co
Ltd.
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By October 1953, the membership was 130 strong, and Mr Kelly and the Thanet Lawn Tennis Club Co
Ltd were thanked for their work which had contributed considerably to the success of the Club.
In June 1954, Mr and Mrs Kelly told the Club of their intention to dispose of the Thanet Lawn Tennis
Club Co Ltd as they were emigrating to New Zealand. They offered to sell all the assets to the Club and
to transfer the lease held with Margate Corporation. This was subsequently approved by Margate
Corporation and, on 11th May 1955, this purchase was completed. The Club has been entirely
responsible for the Tivoli Park Avenue tennis courts since that date.
The year 1956 saw more teams entered in the Kent League.
During the 1950s, Fred Richardson joined the Club and his name can be seen on the Club’s Honours
Boards. Whilst at the Club, he qualified for Wimbledon and was one of the major players in the Kent
County team at this time. He was a great character with a passion for cream cakes! Vic Warden recalls
one singles final when Vic was serving for the match at 5-4. On the ends change, Fred whispered in his
ear: “All yours now, Vic”. Knowing that he did not really mean it, this was sufficient to throw him off
balance and Fred came out the winner.
Possibly one of the “strongest” male players to join the Club, but whose name never appeared on our
Honours Board, was Dan Weaver. He was a member of the American Air Force at Manston and had
come through the American College System. Fortunately for members at the time, he arrived too late to
play in the Club tournaments.
Also in the 1950s, a lady member of the Club, Marion Smith (for those who know Bob Smith – his
sister) qualified for Wimbledon and was a regular member of the Kent County ladies’ team.
In 1957, the committee reversed the decision taken four years earlier and applied for and obtained a
licence. The bar then commenced operation with Vic Warden in charge as the club’s “Jovial Landlord”.
An amusing extract from the Minutes of 22nd July 1958 shows that a committee member was asked to
call at the Gas Offices to arrange for a representative to call and advise on possible improvements in the
gas-light fittings. What a good job the Club had not attempted to install flood-lighting. The author does
not think that it would have been very effective with gas!
In September 1959, a letter from the LTA introduced the start of individual members’ contributions
(affiliation fees) at one shilling a year for each member.
In 1962, the local street-lighting was extended and this provided a good opportunity to have a
connection made to the club-house whilst the work was in progress at a very reasonable rate, so
electricity had at last come to the Club.
On 18th March 1965, there was a fire in the tool shed at the back of the practice wall, which totally
destroyed the club’s mower. Sadly, the fire had been deliberately started and the era of vandalism had
begun.
In the 1960s and 1970s, the Club’s facility for members to join on a short-term basis at various times
included players from outside the county who would take our singles title. John Ramsbottom (former
Yorkshire number two), Brian Cooke who played for Northamptonshire and Colin & Susan Hardy who
both played for Middlesex. Mike Heigham won our singles many times, played for Cambridge and was
a Cambridge Blue. Another player arriving for a short stay, but too late to enter the Club tournament
was a young German girl, Doris Yo Ho, who was the West Germany junior champion. Geoff Tate,
whose name appears on the honours board numerous times with Mike Heigham, played regularly for
Middlesex. The Club has often had members playing in county and national teams over the years, and
has had strength in players stretching throughout its history.
Club President and Treasurer John Hills informs me that from the Treasurer’s records the total Club
monetary assets in 1969 were £101 16s. 6d., which with today’s values and forward-planning
requirements seems alarmingly low. However, it was a very good improvement on the position thirty
years previously, when the Club was “in the red”!
The year 1972 marked the end of the first twenty-one years at the Tivoli site and subsequent takeover
of the lease and assets from the Thanet Lawn Tennis Co Ltd. Some members had doubted the wisdom
of this at the time as a bank loan of £725 had been necessary!
In 1973, the LTA increased the members’ affiliation fee from 5p to 15p for each member.
At a committee meeting in December 1974, the possibility of installing flood-lighting on two Courts
was discussed. The total estimated cost was £500 which included £10 each for some old Corporation
lamp-standards. By January 1975, gifts from members and offers of interest-free loans began to indicate
that it could be financially possible. An application for the necessary planning permission was
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submitted, and the project put to Club members at the AGM in March. Following considerable
discussion, both for and against, the proposal was carried by twenty-eight votes to five.

Figure 24. Members carrying in one of the lamp-posts

Figure 25. Elevating one of the old lamp-posts

So it was that members formed evening working parties to dig five-to-six feet deep holes for each post,
and on a June evening that year (1975) carried each one into the enclosure of Courts No 1 and 2. These
were second-hand street-lamp posts from a Margate main road and, such was the weight, it took eight
members to carry each post. The six members seen in the photo (fig 24) from left to right have been
identified as Gerald Dobson, Ray Preston, John Hills, Derek Smith, Frank Duffy and Chris
Whittingham.
The posts were then elevated from one end, being held with the use of a ladder whilst we walked
forward to raise each one more until it settled into the prepared hole (fig 25).
The posts were
straightened and barrow loads of cement were mixed and brought in to secure them. After this, the
positioning of the lamps and wiring up began.
The Club was one of the first in the county to have floodlighting due to the enthusiasm and both
practical and financial support of the members, and especially the work of Harry Porter and David
Turrell, our electrician members.
In 1976, Chris Whittingham started to assist Doug Pursey and learn the ropes of the secretarial work,
for at the next AGM Bill Troke retired as Chairman, and Doug after twenty-six years service, first as
Treasurer then as Secretary was elected Chairman.
An unusual feature of this club comes to mind, in
that since 1952 only two people have served as Club Hon. Secretary, Doug Pursey and Chris
Whittingham (figs 26 and 27). The willing and full support of the committee and club members no
doubt has had some influence to bring this about.

Figure 26. Doug Pursey

Figure 27. Chris Whittingham
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Similarly with the Club’s Presidents, George Brown was appointed in 1958 and retired from the
position in 1991. George was known for his association with the family sports-and-leather-goods
business at the bottom end of Margate High Street which had been opened by his grandfather. His
interests also included the scouts, sailing, watercolour painting and local history. John Hills was elected
President in 1992 and still holds this position today; in addition he served as Club Treasurer from 1971
to 1983 and again from 1998 to the present day. John has featured in many of the team matches over the
years and is in the Kent County Squad for 2007 for the 70 years-and-over County team.
By 1978, all loans for the floodlighting installation had been repaid, and a major extension was made
to the clubhouse. Loans of £2,000, some from members, some from Thanet District Council and an
input from Club funds allowed this to take place (figs 28 and 29). As in previous projects, Club
members helped and offered their expertise in completing decorations and supplying fittings. The year
1984 saw the final repayments of the loans for this extension.

Figure 28. Clubhouse extension started (1978)

Figure 29. The 1978 extension progresses

In 1978, for the first time both the men’s first and second teams are in Division 1 of the East Kent
League.
In October 1984, a letter was received from Thanet District Council concerning expiry of the lease in
March 1985 and advising the Club that the Council were not prepared to renew that part of the lease in
respect of Courts 5 and 6 and that it might be not even be prepared to negotiate renewal for Courts 1 to
4. A letter of objection was sent to TDC and Club members were contacted and asked to lobby
councillors. A letter was subsequently received from the TDC Estates Dept inviting the Club to apply
for a new lease on all six courts. It was decided that a longer lease would be sought in order to obtain
loans for court surface upgrading and resurfacing to be made as the next major Club project as the Entout-cas red-shale courts that had been laid in 1951 were coming to the end of their usable life. (These
courts had lasted for a very long time due to the hours of care and attention put in by Doug Pursey.)
The negotiations resulted in 1985 in a new twenty-five year lease, in view of the proposed capital
expenditure by the Club, after considerable time taken to complete agreement on details of wording
suggested by TDC.
A National Ratings Tournament was held at the club for the first time in 1985.
In 1986, Mark Cox visited the Club for a tennis clinic.
Following the delays with the lease renewal, and applications for grants and loans from the relevant
organisations, and estimates from several contractors, it was arranged for the contractors Four Seasons to
re-surface the four lower courts with a Macadam all-weather surface early in 1987. Prior to this, the
members repeated the DIY effort for floodlighting Courts 3 and 4 in a similar fashion to the work to
provide lighting to Courts 1 and 2 twelve years earlier.
The 1987 photographs on the following page show this work in progress. The row of fir trees can be
seen to have grown to a considerable height. These are the same trees that featured as saplings in the
circa 1930 picture on page 6 and in the 1951 pictures on page 9. Little did the Club think that, just two
months later, the hurricane of October 1987 would blow these trees over (fig 34) and necessitate their
removal for safety.
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Figure 30. Doug Pursey (right) talking to contractors
removing the red shale surface, he must have had mixed
feelings after tending this so carefully for over thirty years

Figure 31. Mr Charles Moon and his team from the
contractor Four Seasons surfacing Court 3

Figure 32. Newly surfaced and painted Courts 3 and 4

Figure 33. The completed Courts 1 and 2, with fir trees
intact in the background

Figure 34. View of the site and trees after the 1987
hurricane

Figure 35. View following removal of trees

It was sad to think that they were no longer there after a life of almost sixty years. Two rooted stumps
were left with a length of a trunk cut in as an outdoor bench, and that is all that remains of them at the
Club’s centenary.
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The site looked very bare when they were taken away (figs 35 and 36), but the Club was fortunate that
the storm damage although affecting some of the surround stop netting could have been a great deal
worse had falling trees been blown down in a different direction.

Figure 36. Courts 1 and 2 after removal of trees

A reflection of modern society and how people prefer to arrange their time has become evident. Up to
the mid-1980s, at weekends the Saturday- and Sunday-afternoons were extremely popular for members
to join in playing Club doubles together, whilst in recent years the mornings have now become the time
that members like to play and the afternoons very much less so.
There follows a trivia of odd sayings heard on the courts at the Club over the years most of which were
supplied by Vic Warden. It is a fact that, at times, players will utter strange sayings on court during play
and the reason for this is not clear. Perhaps to boost their confidence or just as a ritual to help change
the run of play. Whatever the reason, the Club has had its own characters and a few examples follow.
A well-known mixed team pair, Harry & Edna Webster, would have their own inimitable sayings in the
tense throws of a match situation. Edna would utter “Oh ‘eck!” in a loud voice when in trouble, and
Harry would say in a quieter tone to himself “Waster” when missing an easy shot. Who can forget
Derek Smith a long-term serving member of the Club on waiting for a second serve from his opponent
who would make a loud sniff saying “I smell a double fault coming”. Another member, whose name it
is better not to mention, on hearing a remark at the beginning of a match that it was going to be windy
could be relied upon to come up with the quip “Better keep taking the tablets then”. Following an
incident during mixed doubles at a Club evening, when a male member collided with a female member
of the Club in their effort to return an awkward shot down the middle of the court and appeared to end
up with their arms round each other, one of the opponents, Fredy Reber, replied with quick wit “If you
want to do that, can you not wait until after the set?”
Over the years, the Club teams have been very successful, with the first teams featuring regularly in
the top Division of the Kent League competitions. In both 1991 and 1993, the Club’s team of ladies and
gentlemen reached the National Final of the Silk Cut Tennis Challenge. These were tremendous
achievements after having won, in the earlier rounds, matches against teams from much larger clubs.
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In 1992, toilets were installed in the main clubhouse: a great improvement on previously having only
the old toilets in the Middle Hut.
The arrival of the septic tank in the Club grounds (fig 37) gave
rise to rumours of it being an object from outer space, or possibly
the Club Secretary’s new bicycle shed.
Also, in 1992 new modern flood-lighting lamps of the metal
halide type replaced the original quartz halogen ones, still on the
original posts.
In 1993, Courts 5 and 6 were upgraded from red shale to allweather Macadam, again by Four Seasons.
Figure 37. The ‘mystery object’

In April 1994, an unusual event took place, namely a twenty-four hour sponsored doubles marathon
held one weekend. This commenced at 8.00am on the Saturday morning, and continued under floodlights when night fell, through to 8.00am on the Sunday, just stopping for essential breaks and meals.

Figure 38. Marathon players presenting the cheque to Mrs Kulasinghe for the ‘Save a Tear’ appeal.
Left to right: Ethan Clements, Fiona Watson, Lloyd Yeoman, Mrs Kulasinghe, Kevin Cairns, and Chris Whittingham

Thirty sets involving 271 games were played, and £200 was raised for the ‘Save a Tear’ appeal for the
local hospital accident and emergency service. An amusing incident occurred at 3.30am when a lady
walking past the Club watched some of the tennis and then asked us if we usually played at that time of
the morning!
In 1994, the overwhelming event was the sudden death on Christmas Day of Chairman Doug Pursey
just three days after playing tennis at a Club session and this left most members in stunned disbelief.
Doug had done so much for this Club in so many ways as well as holding the offices of Treasurer and
Secretary for twenty-six years and Chairman for seventeen years. Such dedicated service enabled the
Club to survive and progress to the modern Club that it now is, and provided for us the members
enjoyment of our tennis at whatever standard we were.
At the following AGM in 1995, Vic Warden accepted nomination and was elected Chairman, and with
a united committee continued the work for the Club.
In 1997, Gaynor Mayer was selected to captain the Kent County Ladies’ Team for the year.
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Figure 39. The 1998 Club Committee
Back row (left to right): Lee Mileham (Men’s Captain), Mark Giles, Paul West, Peter Cove, Dennis Flory and Steve
Huckle
Middle row (left to right): Kay Mileham, Mike Mayer (Men’s Vice-Captain), Gaynor Mayer (Ladies’ Captain),
Lynn Giles (Ladies’ Vice-Captain), Darrell Sharp and Clive Mileham (Bar Manager)
Front row (left to right): Ray Preston (Vice-President), Nellie Sitch (Vice-President), Vic Warden (Chairman)
and Chris Whittingham (Secretary)

The photo (fig 39) taken in July 1998 is a rare one in that it appears to be the only time in 100 years
that (almost) an entire committee has been pictured together. Members were at the Club to watch (or
participate in) the Club tournament finals. Vice-President Nellie Sitch continued to play at the Club
until the grand age of 87. Sadly, three are missing from the photo namely Jocelyn Cox, Vanessa Webb
(Match and Press Secretary) and John Hills (President and Club Treasurer).
In 1999, the Club’s teams achieved a grand slam in the East Kent LTA Leagues, by winning the first
Divisions of the men’s, ladies’ and mixed competitions.
In 2001, Gaynor Mayer was called up to the England over thirty five years ladies’ squad.
In 2002, Vic Warden played in all matches for the Kent County Men’s Team of seventy years and
over, and helped the team to win the inter-county title.

Figure 40. Summer lunch (June 2000)

Figure 41. Another lunch on a hot day (July 2001)
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Social events have featured at the club for many
years, some in the evenings with music or quizzes,
and the lunches both summer and Christmas.

Figure 42. Christmas lunch (December 2000)

Around the turn of the century (and the millennium), the Club started to prepare an application for a
lottery grant from Sport England to undertake a major development. This would have included a new
club-house positioned between the first two pairs of courts, a new court and several mini-courts together
with a car-parking area. Although the project was met with considerable interest by all parties
concerned and a large number of meetings were attended around the county, no grants were
forthcoming. The duration of these applications was four years and, by this time, the four courts which
had been surfaced in 1987 were in need of serious renovation. Groups of members travelled
considerable distances to try various court surfaces, and unanimously preferred a rubberised type found
at a club in the West Country. Unfortunately, this surface was not one that was recognised by the LTA
for grant funding, and others that were recognised required extra work for the foundations taking the
overall cost of the project beyond the Club’s means. So it was only by considerable hard work of the
members in raising funds and the diligence of our excellent Club Treasurer over the last ten years that
the club survived and had saved £45,000. With no grant forthcoming from the LTA, a loan was taken
out with LTA for £26,000 and this, together with assistance from Thanet District Council in the form of
a ‘rent holiday’ and £3,000 from the Kent LTA, enabled the Club to upgrade the four courts and install a
modern flood-lighting system which followed the negotiation of a new twenty-five-year lease. This
work was completed in 2003-04 and was the largest programme of capital expenditure in the Club’s
history.

Figure 43. The official opening of the new facilities
Front row (left to right): Chris Whittingham (Secretary), John Watton (Kent LTA), Councillor Roger Latchford,
Mrs Latchford, Vanessa Webb (Press Secretary), Mrs Hibberd and Councillor Charles Hibberd and John Hills (President
and Treasurer)

A year later, a grant was secured from the Foundation for Sport and the Arts for the new mini-tennis
court and practice wall to be built.
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In 2004, Miles Kasiri – formerly a junior member at the Club – took the junior title at the Queen’s Club
Tournament, only dropping one set throughout. He also reached the Wimbledon boys’ final at eighteen
years of age, he was unseeded and shocked a series of higher-ranked players in the earlier rounds. This
was his last year as a junior; he then went on to take his place in the men’s circuit.

Figure 44. ‘Team of the Year’ together with our Match & Press Secretary and Club Chairman
Left to right: Stevie Mayer, Gaynor Mayer, Vanessa Webb (Match & Press Secretary) and Lynn Giles (Club Chairman),
Wendy Munday and Brian Mileham

In 2006, the Club’s mixed first team were named Kent County LTA ‘Team of the Year’, a great
achievement and honour and are pictured (fig 44) with the award previously presented at the County
dinner.
Also in 2006, Gaynor Mayer achieved her fiftieth Club title in the annual tournaments. This is a
record and started with her first win in 1982 in the ladies singles which to date she has won twenty one
times together with numerous doubles titles. A special award was made to Gaynor at the Club’s annual
presentation evening in November 2006. Gaynor has been the Club’s Juniors Officer and Coach since
1990, and has served on the committee since 1980. Both junior and senior section members have
benefited greatly and enjoyed Gaynor’s coaching groups.
At present (April 2007), the refurbishment of the club-house and its roof are being undertaken – there
is always something requiring attention and improvement!
So, we celebrate with this history the first 100 years of the Margate Lawn Tennis Club and look
forward to the future confidently, yet wondering about the developments and transformations that may
take place over the next 100 years. 
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Any additional information, pictures, maps, especially of the first fifty years at the Hartsdown
site, or corrections to any errors that may be contained will be gratefully received and may
lead to the production of an expanded second edition of this history at a later date.
Please contact the author, Chris Whittingham, on 01843 832165
if you can add anything to the Club’s history.
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